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Summary

This paper examines the history of the ars medica collections and exhibitions at Miitter Museum
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the first medical museum in the United States. As the museum
transformed from a research ingtitute to an educational facility, medical art projects have been
not only an effective way to make the museum’s medical collections more accessible but also
obstacles that have led to criticism of the museum’s treatment of collections, such as publicly
displaying human remains as artworks and utilizing specimens as commercial resources. The
paper clarifies that museums could broaden the concept of art by building and exhibiting their

collections and also make a significant role in establishing social norms and ethics in society.
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