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Summary

This paper analyzes newspaper and magazine articles to present the historical background,
teaching philosophy, and curriculum of a painting course at Shenzhou Girls School, which
produced the first generation of female oil painters in modern China, including Guan Zilan.
Moreover, the paper analyzes Chen Baoyi's method of teaching of Western painting styles,
particularly the emphasis on life drawings. It defines the significance of Shenzhou Girls School
as an ingtitution involved in the transformation of art education from the late Qing period to
China’s Republican period.
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