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The Private Life Hidden in the
Landscape: An Analysis of Explorer
Toshio Asaeda’s Landscape Paintings
in Japanese-American Internment
Camps
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Summary

During the Second World War, Japanese-Americans who were forced to live in internment
camps developed their artigtic activities. In this paper, I will analyze the landscape paintings of
explorer Toshio Asaeda. Although he was not a classically trained as a painter, his landscape
paintings, with their natural history painting techniques, seem, at first glance, to depict

the everyday scenery of the camps in a less subjective manner. However, when examined
considering the relevant information with his paintings, it becomes apparent that a record of his

personal life and daily life with his wife permeates them.
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