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Summary

Written by Shoshin Shimotsuma (1551-1661), Tobusho is one of the oldest extant Noh texts
describing predetermined acting forms. (This type of Noh book about choreography is called
katatsuke). This katatsuke, Tobusho, contains 70 songs and a colophon dated 1597, the first year
of the Keicho era. Although the bibliography and contents have been mentioned in previous
research, no previous studies have provided details about the author’s impetus for writing the
text and the circumstances of its production. Focusing on the facts that Shoshin frequently
performed Noh at the Jurakudai (a palace in Hidetsugu Toyotomi) during the Bunroku era
(1592-1596) and that Shoshin is regarded as Hidetsugu’s Noh master, this paper discusses the

author’s impetus for writing Tobusho.
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